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The Berg Companion To Fashion The Berg Companion to Fashion is an essential resource for
anyone passionate about understanding the intricate world of fashion, from its historical
roots to its modern-day innovations. Whether you're a fashion enthusiast, a student, or a
seasoned industry professional, this comprehensive guide offers valuable insights into the
evolution,  terminology,  trends,  and  future  of  fashion.  By  delving  into  the  key  concepts
covered in the Berg Companion to Fashion, readers can deepen their knowledge, refine their
style sensibilities, and stay ahead in an ever-changing industry. Understanding the History of
Fashion  A  foundational  aspect  of  the  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion  is  its  exploration  of
fashion’s  rich  history.  Recognizing  the  origins  and  transformations  of  clothing  helps
contextualize current trends and anticipate future developments. Origins and Evolution of
Fashion Fashion has been an integral part of human culture for thousands of years. Early
garments served functional purposes but gradually evolved into symbols of status, identity,
and artistic expression. Ancient Civilizations: Egyptian linen, Greek drapery, Roman tunics.
Medieval  Period:  Use  of  textiles  like  wool  and  silk,  influenced  by  social  hierarchy.
Renaissance  and  Baroque:  Ornate  designs,  embroidered  fabrics,  and  the  rise  of  haute
couture. Industrial Revolution: Mass production, ready-to-wear clothing, and global trade
influences. 20th Century to Present: Rapid fashion cycles, iconic designers, and technological
innovations. Major Fashion Movements and Their Impact Understanding key movements
helps appreciate the diversity and richness of fashion history. Art Deco and Modernism:
Geometric  patterns  and  streamlined  silhouettes  of  the1.  1920s  and  1930s.  Post-War
Innovations:  The  New  Look  by  Christian  Dior,  introducing  femininity  and2.  luxury.
Counterculture and Youth Movements: 1960s miniskirts, hippie styles, and3. 2 rebellious
aesthetics.  Power  Dressing:  1980s  shoulder  pads  and  tailored  suits  as  symbols  of4.
empowerment. Fast Fashion and Digital Age: Rapid production cycles and online retail5.
transforming  consumer  habits.  Core  Elements  and  Terminology  in  Fashion  A  thorough
understanding of fashion terminology is crucial for engaging with industry discourse and
appreciating design nuances. Basic Fashion Terms Some fundamental terms every fashion
enthusiast  should  know  include:  Silhouette:  The  overall  shape  or  outline  of  a  garment.
Fabric:  The material used, such as cotton, silk,  wool,  or synthetic fibers.  Fit:  How well  a
garment conforms to the body. Color Palette: The range of colors used in a collection or
piece.  Details:  Embellishments,  trims,  buttons,  and  other  decorative  elements.  Fashion
Design Terms Understanding design-specific terminology enhances appreciation of creative
processes. Draping: The technique of positioning fabric on a dress form to develop a design.
Pattern Making: Creating templates for cutting fabric pieces.  Seam: The line where two
pieces of fabric are sewn together. Hem: The finished edge of a garment. Pleats: Folds sewn
or pressed into fabric for aesthetic or functional purposes. Fashion Trends and Influences
The Berg Companion to Fashion emphasizes the importance of understanding how trends
emerge  and  evolve,  influenced  by  cultural,  technological,  and  economic  factors.  Global
Cultural Influences Fashion is a reflection of cultural exchange and diversity. Traditional
Attire: Incorporation of indigenous patterns and textiles into modern fashion. Festivals and
Celebrations: Seasonal trends inspired by global events like Carnival or Lunar New Year. 3
Street  Style:  Urban  aesthetics  influencing  high  fashion,  especially  through  social  media.
Technology and Innovation Advancements in technology continue to shape fashion trends.
Wearable Technology: Smart textiles, fitness trackers, and augmented reality fitting rooms.
Sustainable Innovations: Eco-friendly fabrics, recycling techniques, and zero- waste designs.
Digital  Fashion:  Virtual  clothing,  digital  runways,  and  NFTs  redefining  ownership  and
presentation.  Fashion  Cycles  and  Seasons  Fashion  operates  in  seasonal  cycles,  with
collections often aligned with specific times of the year. Spring/Summer: Light fabrics, bright
colors, and breezy silhouettes. Fall/Winter: Heavier materials, darker palettes, and layered
styling. Resort and Pre-Fall:  Transitional pieces bridging seasons. Sustainable and Ethical
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Fashion  The  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion  underscores  the  growing  importance  of
sustainability and ethics in the industry. Environmental Impact The fashion industry is one of
the largest polluters globally. Fast Fashion Concerns: Overproduction, waste, and pollution.
Sustainable Materials:  Organic cotton,  Tencel,  hemp,  and recycled fabrics.  Supply Chain
Transparency: Tracing origins and ensuring fair labor practices. Ethical Practices and Fair
Trade  Consumers  are  increasingly  seeking  brands  that  prioritize  worker  rights  and  fair
wages. Fair Labor Standards: Ensuring safe working conditions and fair compensation. Local
Production:  Supporting  small-scale  artisans  and  reducing  carbon  footprint.  Corporate
Responsibility:  Brands  adopting  ethical  codes  and  sustainability  goals.  4  The  Future  of
Fashion  The  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion  offers  insights  into  the  evolving  landscape  of
fashion, driven by innovation, social change, and shifting consumer values. Technological
Advancements  Emerging  technologies  promise  to  revolutionize  design,  production,  and
shopping. 3D Printing: Customizable, on-demand garments reducing waste. Virtual Fitting
Rooms:  Augmented  reality  tools  for  online  shopping.  Artificial  Intelligence:  Trend
forecasting,  personalized  recommendations,  and  inventory  management.  Inclusivity  and
Diversity  The industry is  becoming more inclusive,  embracing a  broader range of  sizes,
ethnicities,  and  gender  expressions.  Size  Inclusivity:  Offering  a  wider  range  of  sizes  to
accommodate all body types. Cultural Representation: Celebrating diverse backgrounds in
campaigns and runway shows. Gender-Neutral Fashion: Designs that challenge traditional
gender norms. Consumer Engagement and Experience The future of fashion emphasizes
personalized experiences and direct-to-consumer models. Social Media Influence: Brands
engaging directly with consumers through platforms like Instagram and TikTok. Experiential
Retail: Interactive stores and pop-up events enhancing brand connection. Customization:
On-demand tailoring and bespoke services.  Conclusion The Berg Companion to Fashion
serves as a vital  resource for understanding the multifaceted world of fashion. From its
historical  roots  and  cultural  influences  to  technological  innovations  and  ethical
considerations, this guide provides a comprehensive overview that caters to both novices
and  industry  insiders.  Staying  informed  about  the  evolving  trends,  terminology,  and
practices outlined in this companion enables individuals to appreciate fashion not just as
clothing but as  a  powerful  form of  self-expression,  cultural  dialogue,  and social  change.
Whether you're seeking to deepen your knowledge 5 or to stay ahead of industry shifts, the
Berg  Companion  to  Fashion  offers  the  insights  needed  to  navigate  and  contribute
meaningfully  to  this  dynamic  field.  QuestionAnswer  What  is  'The  Berg  Companion  to
Fashion'  and  who  is  the  author?  'The  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion'  is  a  comprehensive
reference book that explores the history, theory, and cultural significance of fashion. It is
authored by Valerie Steele, a renowned fashion historian and director of The Museum at the
Fashion Institute of Technology. How does 'The Berg Companion to Fashion' contribute to
fashion studies? The book offers in-depth insights into fashion's evolution, its social and
political contexts, and key designers and movements, making it an essential resource for
students,  researchers,  and  enthusiasts  interested  in  understanding  fashion's  broader
cultural  impact.  What  topics  are  covered  in  'The  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion'?  The
companion covers a wide range of topics including fashion history, theory, iconic designers,
influential  movements,  fashion  terminology,  and  the  relationship  between  fashion  and
identity, politics, and society. Is 'The Berg Companion to Fashion' suitable for beginners or
more advanced readers? The book is suitable for both beginners and advanced readers,
offering accessible explanations alongside detailed analyses, making it a versatile resource
for anyone interested in fashion studies. How is 'The Berg Companion to Fashion' different
from other fashion reference books? It stands out due to its comprehensive scope, inclusion
of diverse cultural perspectives, and critical insights into fashion's role in society, backed by
scholarly research and visual documentation. Can 'The Berg Companion to Fashion' be used
as a textbook or academic resource? Yes, it is frequently used as a textbook in fashion and
design courses and serves as a valuable academic reference due to its thorough coverage
and scholarly approach. Where can I purchase or access 'The Berg Companion to Fashion'?
The book is available through major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can often
be accessed via university libraries or digital academic platforms. The Berg Companion to



The Berg Companion To Fashion

3 The Berg Companion To Fashion

Fashion is an essential resource that delves deeply into the multifaceted world of fashion,
offering insights, historical context, and comprehensive analysis for enthusiasts, students,
and industry professionals alike. This extensive guide serves as a bridge between the rich
traditions of fashion and its contemporary evolutions, making it a valuable addition to any
wardrobe of fashion literature. Whether you're seeking to understand the nuances of style,
the intricacies of design, or the socio-cultural impacts of fashion, this companion provides a
thorough and engaging exploration. --- Introduction to The Berg Companion to Fashion The
Berg Companion to Fashion stands out as a definitive reference book, meticulously The Berg
Companion To Fashion 6 curated to cover the broad spectrum of fashion topics. Authored by
experts and seasoned scholars, it combines scholarly rigor with accessible language, making
complex themes approachable for a diverse readership. The book’s comprehensive approach
ensures that readers gain not only knowledge of current trends but also an understanding of
the historical  and cultural  forces shaping the fashion industry.  This  guide is  particularly
noteworthy for its structure, which balances visual elements with detailed analyses, making
it both informative and engaging. Its inclusion of high-quality images, timelines, and case
studies enhances the learning experience,  allowing readers to connect theory with real-
world examples. --- Historical Perspectives on Fashion Evolution of Fashion Through the
Ages  One  of  the  standout  features  of  The  Berg  Companion  to  Fashion  is  its  extensive
historical overview. It traces fashion from ancient civilizations—such as Egyptian, Greek, and
Roman attire—to the elaborate styles of the Renaissance and beyond. The book highlights
how  societal  changes,  technological  advances,  and  cultural  exchanges  have  influenced
fashion  trends  over  centuries.  Pros:  -  Rich  historical  detail  supported  by  illustrations.  -
Connects historical events with fashion developments. - Provides context for understanding
contemporary styles.  Cons: -  Dense sections may be overwhelming for casual readers.  -
Some historical details could benefit from more recent scholarship updates. Key Figures and
Movements  The  book  dedicates  significant  space  to  influential  designers,  thinkers,  and
movements that have shaped fashion history. From Coco Chanel’s revolutionary approach to
gender norms to the rise of  punk and streetwear,  it  captures the diversity  of  fashion’s
evolution.  --  -  Design  and  Creativity  in  Fashion  Fundamentals  of  Fashion  Design  The
companion  offers  an  in-depth  look  into  the  creative  process  behind  fashion  design.  It
discusses elements such as silhouette, fabric selection, color theory, and pattern-making.
This section is particularly useful for aspiring designers and students, providing foundational
knowledge and practical insights. Features: - Step-by-step breakdowns of design processes. -
Interviews with contemporary designers. - Visual guides illustrating key concepts. Pros: -
Clear explanations suitable for beginners. - Inspires creativity through inspiring case studies.
Cons: - May lack advanced technical details for seasoned designers. The Berg Companion To
Fashion  7  Fashion  Illustration  and  Visual  Communication  The  importance  of  visual
storytelling  in  fashion  is  emphasized  through  sections  on  illustration  techniques,  mood
boards, and digital rendering. The book showcases a variety of artistic styles, emphasizing
the  importance  of  personal  expression  and  brand  identity.  --  -  Cultural  and  Societal
Dimensions  of  Fashion  Fashion  as  a  Reflection  of  Society  The  companion  thoughtfully
examines  how  fashion  mirrors  social  issues  such  as  gender,  race,  class,  and  politics.  It
explores how clothing can serve as a form of identity, resistance, or conformity. Key Topics: -
The role of fashion in gender expression.  -  Cultural  appropriation versus appreciation.  -
Fashion activism and sustainability movements. Pros: - Encourages critical thinking about
fashion’s societal impacts. - Incorporates diverse perspectives and case studies. Cons: - Some
sections  may  be  condensed  for  brevity.  Global  Fashion  Markets  and  Trends  The  book
explores the interconnectedness of global fashion hubs like Paris,  Milan, New York, and
Tokyo.  It  discusses  emerging  markets  and  the  influence  of  social  media  on  trend
dissemination. The analysis highlights how globalization has democratized fashion but also
introduced  challenges  such  as  cultural  homogenization  and  environmental  concerns.  ---
Sustainability and Ethical Considerations Environmental Impact of Fashion An increasingly
important aspect, the companion dedicates substantial content to sustainability issues. It
discusses textile waste, pollution, and the carbon footprint of production processes, urging
the industry toward more eco-friendly practices.  Features:  -  Case studies of sustainable
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brands. -  Innovations in eco-friendly textiles.  -  Policy and consumer behavior influences.
Pros: - Raises awareness of critical environmental issues. - Offers practical solutions and
innovations. Cons: - Can be somewhat optimistic about industry change timelines. Ethical
Fashion  and  Fair  Trade  The  book  emphasizes  the  importance  of  fair  labor  practices,
transparent  supply  chains,  and  corporate  responsibility.  It  explores  certifications  and
initiatives aimed at promoting ethical standards across the industry. --- The Berg Companion
To Fashion 8 Fashion Industry and Business Dynamics Fashion Marketing and Branding
Understanding how brands position themselves is crucial in today’s saturated market. The
companion examines branding strategies, advertising campaigns, and the role of celebrity
endorsements.  Features:  -  Case  studies  of  successful  campaigns.  -  Analysis  of  digital
marketing  trends.  Pros:  -  Provides  practical  insights  for  industry  insiders.  -  Highlights
innovative branding approaches. Production, Supply Chain, and Retail The book discusses
manufacturing processes, supply chain logistics, and retail strategies that influence product
availability  and  consumer  experience.  Pros:  -  Comprehensive  overview  of  industry
operations.  -  Highlights  challenges  like  fast  fashion’s  environmental  toll.  Cons:  -  Some
technical details may require prior industry knowledge. --- Future Directions in Fashion The
companion  concludes  with  insights  into  emerging  trends  such  as  wearable  technology,
digital fashion (including virtual clothing and NFTs), and the impact of artificial intelligence. It
emphasizes  the  importance  of  adaptability  and  innovation  for  future  success.  ---  Final
Thoughts and Evaluation The Berg Companion to Fashion is an invaluable resource that
offers a balanced, well- researched, and visually engaging exploration of the fashion industry.
Its broad scope ensures that readers can find detailed information on historical, cultural,
creative, and business aspects, making it suitable for a wide audience ranging from students
to industry professionals.  Strengths: -  Comprehensive coverage across multiple facets of
fashion.  -  Rich  visual  content  complements  textual  information.  -  Thought-provoking
discussions  on  sustainability  and  ethics.  -  Accessible  language  combined  with  scholarly
depth. Limitations: -  Some sections may be dense for casual readers.  -  Certain technical
topics could benefit from deeper exploration. - Updated information on fast-evolving trends
might  be  limited  due  to  publication  timing.  In  summary,  if  you  are  seeking  a  thorough,
engaging, and authoritative guide to the world of fashion, The Berg Companion to Fashion is
a highly recommended addition to your collection. It not only educates but also inspires
critical  reflection  on  the  past,  present,  and  future  of  fashion,  making  it  a  cornerstone
reference for anyone passionate about understanding the complex tapestry of style and
industry.  fashion,  style,  clothing,  accessories,  runway,  design,  trend,  apparel,  couture,
wardrobe
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What is a The Berg Companion To Fashion PDF? A PDF (Portable Document Format) is a file format1.
developed by Adobe that preserves the layout and formatting of a document, regardless of the
software, hardware, or operating system used to view or print it.

How do I create a The Berg Companion To Fashion PDF? There are several ways to create a PDF:2.

Use software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft Word, or Google Docs, which often have built-in PDF3.
creation tools. Print to PDF: Many applications and operating systems have a "Print to PDF" option
that allows you to save a document as a PDF file instead of printing it on paper. Online converters:
There are various online tools that can convert different file types to PDF.

How do I edit a The Berg Companion To Fashion PDF? Editing a PDF can be done with software like4.
Adobe Acrobat, which allows direct editing of text, images, and other elements within the PDF. Some
free tools, like PDFescape or Smallpdf, also offer basic editing capabilities.

How do I convert a The Berg Companion To Fashion PDF to another file format? There are multiple5.
ways to convert a PDF to another format:

Use online converters like Smallpdf, Zamzar, or Adobe Acrobats export feature to convert PDFs to6.
formats like Word, Excel, JPEG, etc. Software like Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft Word, or other PDF
editors may have options to export or save PDFs in different formats.

How do I password-protect a The Berg Companion To Fashion PDF? Most PDF editing software allows7.
you to add password protection. In Adobe Acrobat, for instance, you can go to "File" -> "Properties" ->
"Security" to set a password to restrict access or editing capabilities.

Are there any free alternatives to Adobe Acrobat for working with PDFs? Yes, there are many free8.
alternatives for working with PDFs, such as:

LibreOffice: Offers PDF editing features. PDFsam: Allows splitting, merging, and editing PDFs. Foxit9.
Reader: Provides basic PDF viewing and editing capabilities.

How do I compress a PDF file? You can use online tools like Smallpdf, ILovePDF, or desktop software10.
like Adobe Acrobat to compress PDF files without significant quality loss. Compression reduces the
file size, making it easier to share and download.

Can I fill out forms in a PDF file? Yes, most PDF viewers/editors like Adobe Acrobat, Preview (on Mac),11.
or various online tools allow you to fill out forms in PDF files by selecting text fields and entering
information.

Are there any restrictions when working with PDFs? Some PDFs might have restrictions set by their12.
creator, such as password protection, editing restrictions, or print restrictions. Breaking these
restrictions might require specific software or tools, which may or may not be legal depending on the
circumstances and local laws.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever.
With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes
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these sites so valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of
free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're
an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without spending a
dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around
the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an
internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres
and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly
and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource
for students and professionals.



The Berg Companion To Fashion

7 The Berg Companion To Fashion

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right
to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial
burden of education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with
visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to
enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick
up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.
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Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly
vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and
interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books
that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library,
and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures. Can I
download ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats,
making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free
ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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